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WHY ARE
BLACK WOMEN S

Problematic question draws many tesponses

panelist with five women and one man ad-
dressed a mullilude of underlying sources of
Black women’s perceived anger.

By Cafla 8. Louis

Cstlauly @ nilaniitiie.

Unbke woren of other races, Black-women
afe regulary viewed as angry by saclety. The
Uiban League of Greater Miami addressed
{he disparity by hosting aiforum that esked the
woran of Libary, Cily, Why are Black women

50 angny?”

Held on Febroary 13th at the Freadom Hali,

e eon

school,

Some of liosa souices included racism,
classlsm, unresolved past raumajust Lo name
a few. The conversation was spiit into three
re-occummng themes: community; church and

*l piobably can telf you Wwhy Black Women

B0 10 60 attendees inclikling a sl member

ara anary,” sald Dorolhy Bendross-Mindingall,

Rleasa {um to ANGRY BA

Forum spurs talk on racism

Collegiates share stories on racism

By Carla St. Louls
¥ Aﬂ'ﬂun’” audn e e com

“What is it about white follis
that males them feel i dun-
ger,” asked Reverend Dr Jef
fory Swain, director of Flarida
Memorial Univer 5 (ML)
Centers for Academic Support
and Retentlon.

I the FILFRMU Auditorium
aumong & crowd of 50 Black
collegiates, a seven-member
panel including Swain dis-

By DeWayne Wickham

Jordan Davis can't he desd,
HNot if there is any sense to be
made of the decision a rida
Jury produced Saurday in a
trial of the man that all the
waorld knows killed him.

The evidence against Michael
Dunn, a 47-year-old white
man who pulled a gun from
his car’s plove compartment
in November 2012 and lired 10
shors into a nearby SUV that

cussed white America's nar-
rative about Black men in
the context of the skayings of
Jordan Davis aud Trayvon
Blartn,

The panelists addressed
topics |
tion ol Bl men al
racist inplications of Stadl
Your Ground. They also talked
wbout activism, how ta per
petunate change and mentor-
shipn an attempt to bridge
the disconnect between the

carried Davis, 17, and §
three ather Black teens,
was overwhelming

Duinm was the sggre:
sar. While the twa ve
hicles were stopped oui-
side a Jucksonville gas
station, he demanded
that the four teenagers
down the loud rap music com-
g from their SUV. After some
words were exclianged, Dunn
apened fire — and then feed
the seene.

e went a motel and ordaed

turn

Mom, mayors'
report lacks
contex for
interpreting data on
violence al schools

Why wasn’t Dunn found ggllty of murder?

| See more
| commentary on the

| DUNN VERDICT

..

vumh and
Guests were g
pertunity to parti
conver sation.
Held on February 17th, the
rown ball meeting ineluded a
forum by the Dream Defend
ers, an invocation led by chap-
lai Reverend Werkdell Pans

1 the op
pate in the

By James Alan Fox

two lke-mm
ing to mo)
on gun contral, W

a pizza. Then he went o
bed, appavently sleep-
ing aff the several rum
aund cokes he drank at
n wedding reception
shortly before his fa-
tal encounter with the
Black teens.

Davis was the only ane hit by
the gunfire, And while he was
pronounced dead, in a twisted
way the jury’s verdict in this
controversinl - murder  case
calls into question that medi
eal finding,

A new repoit on school shootings was
released Wednesday on Capital Hill by
fed advocaey graups striv-
“ongress toward action
hatever the impact

d deaths and injuries in
schaols is quite disturbing, but nat just
in the way intended by its promoters.

and hosted by the FMU Lions
It was moderated
essor
histary and Afric
an history, Dy,

Hubbs,
The event titled, Jordan
and Trayvon: Where is the

Justic cled as a safe
place for students to discuss
their encounters with racism.
Students shared their outrage
of the murders of twa Black
Florida youths who resembled
themselves, brotheis, boy

Plezis

According to Moms Demand Action
snse in America and Mayors

for Gunp &
Against Illegal

wide

reglatio

How else do you ex-
plain the 12-member
jury’s conclusion thar
Dunn was guilty of
thiee counts of sce-
ond-degree attempted
murder for firing infa

as many as 1 shootings, ineluding 28
l’fu!‘.|h in sthools and colleges nation-
= the devastaling massacre at
the Sandy Hook Ele
Rewtown, Conn., that had millions of

Americans demanding change in gun

. Ta place the recent tally in
particularly mind numbing tetms, the

Dunn found guilty of
attempted murder

Avsoviared Presy

JACKSONVILLE — Prosecutors say they may rety a Flori-
da man on first-degree murder chaiges in the fatal shoating
of a teenager after an argument over lond musie.

A jury convicted Michael Dunn, a 47-year-old software de-
veloper, on Saturday of attempted murder for shooting into
a car full of teenagers after the argument but jurors couldn't
agree on the most serious charge of first-degr irder.
wistrial was declared on that charge, State Attorney Angela
Corey said her office would consider seeking a retrial.

Please turn to DUNN 8A

Mlsgmded message on guns

mome and mayors report highlighted
the rate of more than throe incidents
per month — and that would melude
the summertune when schools are es-
sentially pun-froe and student fre
One need not read very deeply bie-
tweety the lires to get the intended
messuge: Our nation's schools continue
to be sonal battle zones for gun-
toting teens and post-tecns, and we
e wirn to MESSAGE BA

ns, there have Leen

entary School in

W into an vecupied ve-

hicle. Bul it was not
able Lo convict Dunn
of being responsible

hit anyone, but fail to reach a
verdict on what resulted Iroin
the ones that hit Davis?
Somebody  on that  panel
inany way for killing  must belisve Dunn's lame de
Davis. It failed to ind  fense. He testified to shooting
him pguilty of tirsi-,  only alter secing someone in

the SUV and wisaing second- a1 thard-de-  the SUV point the barrel a
thuee of ils oecupants, DAVIS gree wrder, or man-  shotgun at him. But that sta-
but deadlocked on the slaughter. vy showld produce a pungent
question of whether he was Some members of this jury  ador of mendacity for anyone

puilty of murdering Davis?

Before you answer, consider
this: The jury alsa foumd Dunn
guilty of a charge of shonting

but the village idiot, or shame-
less racist.
As Dunn drove away [from
Please turn to VERDICT 8A

must believe that Davis isn't
dead. How else could all 17 ju
rors agree to conviet Dunn far
firmg the bullets that didn't

Sta
INF

RMED

WE’VE MOVLED

TEMPDR,‘\I{ILY
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Mad Black woman stereotype ignites fervent discussion

ANGRY

vontinued fiom 1A

school board member of Dis-
I think they are cou-

stand-theirground
oinen like Harviet Tubiman,
Sojowrner Truth and  you
tinma who stood and said, ‘You
are not going to mistreat e, I
that's angry, | guess ' an an-
gry Black wonian,

The discussion was noder-
ated by Sharron L. Henley. the
vice president of programs for
the Urban Leagus of Greater
Miami, Ine. Henley reconntd
her own experience of anger
cduring her youth, a perisd that
left her “anpgry but not neces-
sarily aware of it.” Bhe suggesi-
ed that many Black women and
young gitls adopt practices that

helped her release and wnder

not .lea_-,-x S
id. lt's alearn
ing process and Comes inrndany
forms.”

Henley vead audience sub-
riitted comments, and the fol
lm g comment fram an anon-
nous Black woman fostered

(m mast pesponses:  “Mlack
men have become scarce and
absent. Black wornen are moth-

eis and fathers. Of the Black
men that are left they are g
in prisen, polygamists or left
our tace to be with another
T3 In conclusion we have be
carme Angry.”

Major Stephanie Daniels, the
cammander af the Miami-Dade
Police Department, northside

station addre; the prison
element of the conunent and
said, “Because of the violence
that plagues our counmunity,
we are playing a major part i
making Black men scarce.”

Roger G Williams of Miami-
Nade College framed the answer
to the question in the context of
history.

“We cannot ignore the racial
aspect of this cment,” said
Wilhiams,  “We e siffering
from post traumatic slave syn-
drome. We have to ook at that
history because us
Black women never ha
portunity o control their own
iniage Negative stereotypes of
Black women makes it simplis
tie 1o label them. Blark women
aran’t angry; but wove so frus
trated. An enviromuent must be

created where they can propeily
heal Lecause what you're wit-
nessing are women who have
ot healed frum the histaric
trauma of slavery Every inei
dent that aceuried after slavery
— Jim Crow, the Civil Rights
movement and the bacturing of
the Black family by the 19805
drug wars--impeded that heal-
ing process

Another aspect of the dia-
logue was the consequences
of Hlack wormen's anger in the
romtext of A hetrosexual rela
uonship.

*1 do believe Black waornen
are so strong,” said Paul Gay-
le, a UL, veteran and the sole
male pandlist. “They held down
the fort for so long that they're
tough. But wen don't like tough
vomen. And "taugh’ dorr't nean

‘strong” The sofltness or gentle
ness of a wonnan is what e
A man a man. A wan against
your toughness wan't wotk.”
Crystal Goss, a University of
Florida graduate alluded 1w 1<
lationships with her comments,
“larmangry because | amcar
o ized,” she said, “The root of
the problem lies n the 100t of
the guestion; its problematic.
The miseducation of our com
munity is what's cousing anger
within women., Becauss your
mather wasn't taught how o
positively cope within «
tve environment now  you're
prone to that 1 The very
things we accept or Londum. i
our community is what we re
gret The man | should poten-
tially be dating wasn't inforted
properly oncoping in a negative

e

environment and now he reacts
accordingly.”

At least S0 minutes of the
comwersation focused on the
i
i1y

pc—uplL o1y & coneistent Lasis,

The diseussion was part of lis
On Us (10U}, a serics of forums
on Lapics PERAININE b our com
ity by the Urban League of
Greater Miami. lts next event
teduled for March and s
part two of rthe tapic, “Why are
Black worrien o angry? and
will focus on jealousy hetween
W

For e nfarmation on the
Uiban League of Greater Mi-
ami, Inc, log an to htp/funa
nleapue.og o hipsf)

Jurors unable to see Jordan Davis’ side of the story

VERDICT

cantinued from 1A

the shaoting scene with his girl
friend, who was inside a cor
venience store during the con-
frontation, he made no mention
of the teens having a shntgun
That excuse didn't
til alter caps arrested lum lhe
next day at his home in Brevard
County, Fla

It is his claim of a mystery
shotgun onowhich Dunn pinned

his hope of being set free. Once
mvoked, this tale allowed Dunn
ta cling ta Florida's controver
sial “stand your ground” law
that permits o person who has
A reasonable fzar that their life
is being thieatsied to pespoid
with deadly foree

At trial, Dunn’s dafense sug-
gested that the teens might have
gotten rid of the shotgunduring
the short time they fled the gas
ion after the shooting. But
in an affidavit released by pros

ecutors befare the tnal, the lead
deteetive gnid they drove just
100 feet from the station before
returning for help once they re
alized Davis had been shat
I've got another theory about
why Dunn started  shooting,
Davis was guilty of what hr.n
Burns, the awardw
ducwmentarian,  called  “un-
forgivable  Blacl © Burns
was talking about how sotme
whites reacted 1o the brashness
of Jack Johnson, tis nation's

'E

first Black heavyweight boxing
champian.

1 suspeet it was Davis' refis-
al to turn down the rap music
— hiz unforgivahle Blackness

- that caused Dunn o start
shooting and which renderad a
jury unable o accept the reality
of his death

DeWayne Wickhaom, dean of
Morgan State University s Schooal
of Global dornalism and Com-
munication, writes on Thesdays
Jor USA TODAY.

FMU students discuss personal profiling experiences

FORUM

rantmued from 1A

friends and fiiends.
Tve niever bren miore aftaid of
a white person in my entire life

and | have white friends,” said
one attendes ss he tecounted Le
ing pulled over and questioned Ly
awhite palice officer “He pave ms
a ticket for over 3300 [or speeding
in a school zene™ despite not av
toally speeding and described the
entire incident as “walking on pins
andd needles * Alithough the po-
lice officer never touched lum, in
the context of the recent white an
Black wuiders that have sccuired
in Florida, he said, *1 now look at
swhite men of a certain uge
enthy i fear of what theyv might
do”

Sherka Shau the South Florida
Keguanal Organizer of the Dreans
Defenders understands his fear

My blackiess does pol pake
e a thieat to seciety,” said sl._m
“Stand  Your Grownd's uncds
ing wessage is Black nien
erignnals. The overall narmtive fin
Ametica) iy [Blacks] ate etimnnals.
We are basically being punished

are

for walking while Hlack .~

Fauelists discussed the outrome
af the first degree murder tnal of
Michael Dunn, the white man who
killed Davis

“The verdicl is a disappoint-
ment beeause of the juny's failure
ta hald Dunn accountable far Jor-
dan Davis's munder,” said Hobbs
“The parallels, however, between
the Dunn case and the Zinmer-
man case illustrate the dangerous
intersection of rave, sell-defense,
and the interpreiation in the o
inal justice system. Cur canversi-
ton tonight seeks to explore this
ction and W wark towards
shiategies to correet the situation
We cannot have anuther Trayvon
or Jordan
1 1 found out abowt the
verdiot, at first [ was canfused at
why people were upset because
| thought justice was seived as
g as he was found goiy”
soid Courtney D Wright prest
dent of Lions far Justice. "But
after || tesearching and seeing
that although he was convirted
of attempted
charged with the crime of
| Jordan Davis. This case, like

con

the Zimmetman case, has really
opened my eves o the injustce
that we, as a people, are receiv-
ing due ta the Stand Your Ground
Law.”

Shaw along with her fellow
Dream Defender, Steven J. Pargett
pushed changing Bla narra-
tive within America throtgh an cf-
feetive form of sharing within the
Black conmunity—aral communi-
caton.

“If we dan't change the narra-
tive we will always Le crinnnal
ized,” she said, “Younp people
must be on the foiefronr 1o
change the overall narrat
nust share our stotie:

The swnes she's referming 1o
are Blacks' experiences with rac
isin and injustice.

“Young children growing u
in this generation are fearful of
Stand Vour Ground, and they
dor't even know what it is,”
Pargett. "All they know ks Jordan
and Trayven died hecause of it
and he looks ke me P otell
ing you, it's going to gl worse
We need to build power in
BUF Community to necassitats
change ”

T we

There are no

MESSAGE

continued from 1A

need (o act fast belore more
young lives are needlessly and
ly sacrificed to onr
= love alfair with guns.

What I find sa disturbing abour
the woms and mayors feport s
not just the tallies of homicides,
suicides and other shuotings in
schoals, Lut the complete lack
of any context for interpreting
these figures

As i happens, the numibers
sembled by the moms and
wayors are nat out-of-line with
historical patterns, and, i fact,
are lower th wwo decades
when gang vislence was e
ally problematic at schaol
tings And, as added perspe
tive, cansider that thete e more
than 50 million school ehildren
ine Americs, making the risk of
fatality well below one in twa
willion. By cumparison, many
times more youngsters are killed
annually i bieycle aceidents.
woulld trust the mams, i not the
mayors, would support a nation
al helmet law as quickly as agun
restriction.

Without a daubt, each gum-
related student or 1eacher fatal
ity 1s tragic in and of itsell, Lot
chiklren are far more at sk out
side of selnal than at schoeal. Far
most kids, sehoul is a place of
gredat (if not the greatesty safety,
offering a level of structure and
supervision that many rhildren
do not enjoy elsewhere, passibly
not even at hone.

Let me be elear in embracing
the often-stated positian that
even one death s 1o many. And
I hardly wish to disregard or
¢ the suffering and an
s, their families as
well as ther entire communities

easy ways to fix gun control

San. Chris Murphy,

Soto, sister of San| ;'
Hook teacher Victgria
Solo, during a nes
conference an gu
vialence,

that are devastated and tratoa
tized when gunshots disrupt the
schaol day.

However, the suggastion that
school shootings are a prablem
on the rise and in need of imme-
diate resalution tends to pronwte
guick ‘and easy responses that
don’t work and may make mat
ters worse, instead of more diffy
cull approaches that will indeed
improve the climate at schoals af
all Tevola

Posting  armed  guards  at
schual doors, running children
though lackdown drills
rounding classiooms with cans
eras and metal detectors not only
fail to provent some 1o
adult determined to w
o upan innocent childie

iv dedicated  teachers,
they send the wrong and exces
sively scary message concerning
the risk. Ovenovestment in vis-
ible security cau serve as con
stant reminder ta impressionable
youngsters that they indeed have
A target an their backs

Inthe provess of uying 1o pro
tect children’s lives, we ca
fly destioy their setise of safety
and ultiately discupt the learn

cas-

ing envitonment even mote than
the occasional ineident in one of
the theusands of schoals vation-
wide, We should instead loak to-
werd programs and policies that
promote healihy kids and re-
spectiul relationships in schouls.

{ applaud the wark of bath the
s and the mayors | adiire
their passion and generally con-
eur with their positions. Howey-
er, | find their latest stratgy to
b a wmisinfor ned and misguided
seare tactie

danws Alan Fox is a hortheast-
ern University criminalogist amd
co-author of Violence and Secu-
rity en Campnes: From Preschool
thraugh Coliege.

—camcﬁun[s) from edition,
Volume 91 number 26:

In the article titled, "Planting
the SEED Are We ready to send
our at-nsk childien lo boarding
school?” by Carla SL Louis the
photo on pags BA incarmrectly la-
bals Lesley Poole, the director of
outreach atthe SEED Foundation
as Garmi Baker's mother. Poole
is not related to Baker

Dr. Authony Britt, an atiorney-
at-law and adjunet professor at
FMU agreed with bim. “We've pot
ta change and detiand  bettep
from curselves,” he said.

The panel also meluded Dr
Flara Haolmes, ¢, Vernon dMartin
and Dr. Kis sha Sharp

The discussion ended  with
a candlelight vigil and clusing
prayer.

b

or mote nformation about
the Dream Defenders log on to
bittp:/ fdreamdefendersorg

For more information about
similar events at FMU contart
Hobbs at 305-626-3955,

Hung jury on Tirst degree murder

DUNN

cantinued from 1A

Meanwhile. defense  attuiney
Carv Strolla said he plans ta ap
peal based on several issues, -
cluding how the jury could reach
guilty verdicts on four cannts and
deadlack an anathier

Dunn was charged with fatally
sheoting 17 vear-old Jurdan Da-
vis, of Marietta, Ga., i 2012 af
ter the argument over loud musie
coming from the SUV aceupisd
by Davis and three friends out
side a Jacksonville convenience
store. Dunn. who is white, had
descuibed the music w his lancee
as “thug music.” He claimed he
wcted ju self-defense.

Alter wore than 30 hours of de-
liberatians over four days, the 12
found Dunn guilty of thice
counts of attemipted second de
gree murder and a countof fitig
inta an accupied car.

Eatlier in the day, the panel
said ina note to Judge Ru
Healey that they coukiny
an the murder charge, They also
had the aption of canvicting hin
of second-degiee turder o man
slaugliter. The judge asked them
to continue their worl
went back ta the

1oatt for twe mare hours before
returning with a verdict,

I've never seen a vase Where
deliberations have pone on for
this length of time,” Healey said
afteny d prais the jurars,
ambraced  their  civie
duy, and they are 1o Le com-
mended for that

Jurors declined 1o talk to the
tnedia

Dunn showed no cmotion as
the verdicts were read. Each at-
tempted  second degiee  murder
charge carries & nxinum sen
ience of 30 years m prison, while
the fourth charge he was conviet
ed o caries o e of 1504
sentencing date will be set later.

Davis' parents cach left the
courtraom in tears. Afterward his
mother, Lucia McBath, expressed
gratitude for the verdiet. Sunay
waould I been the teen's 19th
buthday

We are so grateful for the
truth,” MeBath said. "We are so
arateful that the jurors were abls
0 understand the commuon sense
afit all *

Jurars heard testimony that
Dunn, who has a cancealed
weapons permi, fired 10 shots,
hitting the vehicle nine tunes
Davis was the only person hit.
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